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Courteous READER, 
WA H E N theu baſt peruſed this Diſcourſe tho | 
wilt ſee Cauſe enough to believe me if I tell | 
thee it was deſigned only for the Pulpit, not for the | 
Preſs ; but it hath ſo f/ out, that the Dodtrine © 
therein contained is ſo unhappily repreſented 'to the | 
World by ſome ill-natur'd Females, that I amneceſſita* | 
ted to offer it to a Publick View; by means of which, 
tho' I ſhou'd purchaſe the Charatter of a Block-head, 
yet 1 hope 1 ſhall get the advantage of convin- . 
cing the World that I am not ſuch an impudent Villain 
as my waſpiſh Accuſers bave reported me to be. Be 
if known unto thee Reader, whoſoever thou art, 
that I have not met with one Woman all my Ac+ 
cuſers whoſe Husband is able togive ber the Charatt- 0 
er of a dutiſul and obedient Wife. I obſerve alſo, 
that good Wives are no more offended with my diſtourſe | | 
than modeſt Matrons are when vile Strumpets are | © 
painted in their proper Colours ; the moſt that ſuch, 
have to ſay, is, that I might have done well to have 
ſaid as muth to the Men, which for their ſatisfattion 7 
will promiſe to do, when I ſee this Diſcourſe hath _ 
had that happy Succeſs as to reform thoſe imperious 
Wives, who never think their Husbands love them 
well, unleſs they will obey them too. Þy 42. 
Upon the whole, 1 find 'tis Womens Guilt which makes them 
[o uneaſy,and puts them to that pain which they feel in their Con- 
ſciences, for which I know mo better aw» Anodyne than a 9 
Re pent ance and Reformation ; which if they neglef, in de 
of rheb ond wife aut lontes, the The Te 
bl; ue them to , and there witneſs | 
Ws not kar as Traitors to their Hurhands, whoſe þ/ 
they afurp, but as Rebels to the Great Monarch of the _ 
whoſe Sacred Lawrybey Impio»ſly violate, © — Farewc | 
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t Cor. Chap. 7. Ver. 34. 


But ſhe that is Married, careth for the things of the 
World, how ſhe may pledſe her Husband, 


HE Word Creth, in the Original ſgnifierh 
more than ordinary Care, ory implics a divi- 
. ding of the ad ave T ts, caſting 


this way, 8 chat wa To iy 
belt content. Fi ate Frm og Vetbal® Difficulties, 1 1 
ſhall leave Words _ and ſhall lay DJ 
io my ſe in ER Propoſion 


of my 
Daty incumbent on all Morried ro ara to be extra 


or to content 
bn rule el rok rake _ faithful- 
lyto MR" Ge De Duty of marricd Women to their Hus- 


Oh; And why 04, (may the Women fay ) why 
not you-have pitch'd upon v.. 33. and have rak- 
en pes, from thence tohave told married Men cheir 
y, whycoyoanechar biota our 1 
; Yo w not havecome toa ton wit 
MM have broaght our Husbands in One ſtared 


us foreſaw not ply hee bur a whole tio 
wou arhagy 56" ji oa 
bur if on may take place, I am apy 


lence them all : And here, am te any Reaſon 
which might be produc'd to juſtify my Arzempr, I ſhall 


dos offer to your Conſideration theſe fery. 
uſe the Woman's Dury is harder atid more 


| dithcul t than that of the Man : Precepts tor Raling and 
overning are moretaking, and have a more plcafing 
relifb, than thoſe which PyAS Subjction and Obcdi- 


, 


cence 


, ; 


_ "ad as. : 
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ence. You Women wtka acknowledge that Men can 


tocommand, and rule faſt enough, which as Hus- 

they obghs tad o, but *tis very rare to that 

Sh, x2, 75 0pmdey rg 

£ _— one Line Line 
=2 "Baes Lact: and thenws Lic; and | 


de enough bas ate them peefefhie their Leto. 
he” lakers omen are of weaker Capacitics to. learn | 
| 


than Men, and therefore when tlity ent thong 
liciesto learn it 


. +5. Becauſer 
Hike made ) 
bances which have puns 


have Honourable fo 
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eberor po 


OST, phe tieri very muxh de- | 
fe 
SEE Ei 


boind i 
falt TR, 
vr him a6 bowed inked 
bedient Wife, ( ſays ohe) is the likeli Woman in the 
Vorld 79 commund ber Hughend : So'thar, in plain Terms, 
vou are more afraid - hurt, and inſtead of being fo 
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uſe your utmoſt Diligence XI and praftiſe ir, if e- 
ver you mean to have your Husbands loving and kind 
to you. 

$. Becauſe tharall that me ro, is to lay your Du» 
ry befor ons and ſhall ] rherefore become your Ene- 


Vw nemo an pe Tent As ior 
MY Vige oh now] raQile of their 
ty isfocomfortabl rro them, that Iam ſure 


mevor ſed in the number of ObjeQors, and 
whe ery woge of thek there UT 


ny} br if by poor Fi 
b- intrumentale: 

reventing their 
er Numer or the ſhelter of 
advencure in the Face of all Objee- 
Delign, which-is ro proſecute this 


That ....f bntambent os all marrie2 HF omen to be extra- 
way yiapracire 4, ws alone HUSBANDS, 


JED TED Sr: Ned 


way married Wamen mul} 

their Husban 

vemenr of it. 

the Pofrine are ſuch as theſe : 

ute W [2 was made for the Comfory 

WILL Dh devs Threat 

7 conan for the Man ; great 

t the Glory of God } was 
and helpful unto Man ; an 

—I | 


or was about 


; 7: mole th 


RE ne that hefhou x0 


h be careful and dg ro Co and pie ce him, other- 


wiſe ſhe doth wickedly pervers the End of her Creati- 


wp Becauſe of the Woman's Occaſion the Man was 
pers undone, [ 5, Tim. 2. 14. ] And Adam wat 
d, the Woman decerged was in the Tranſgreſ- 
bp is, Adam was not at. firſt deceiv'd aged: 
ately bythe Serpent but only enticed anddeceived by 
, Who was ! the Liab Agent; ſo asthat 
ADE: in he Legplgrell hon, erdes of Tire, 
rhe » Frog e, in :ontri to the on 
als is br bur fir and jult, that 


who 
real gs ally gy 3c, of fo much Miſchief | 


pad Miſery to Man, ſhould be aftivelyengaged t6 pleaſe 
and comfort him : And indeed we i 
por nd oe g} 452 oudiibinenr for ſeduci 
H 3, 16. 6. 1 oily afre ali 
Huiband, t ſhall rule thee : rein £ impli- 
ed, not 'only SubjeCtion to o hit, in obeying his 
but ir reacherh farther tothe bringing under un 
to him the very roof the Ree rake y 
him ſofar, chatic ſhould not be lawful for herto will or 
deſire what ſhe her ſelf liked, but only what her Hus- 
ſhould ap prays god allow ; even before the Fall, 
he Will of the Huband wasto have been the Woman: 5 
Direthery as is evident from rhe foregoing Reaſon, her 
Compliance with which had heeh caſy Rnd pleaſant ; 
but the Fall Man is oye n_ more humourſome, 
and hard co be pleaſed Sid, and Wc oman \eſs able and wil- 
n 


ling todo i ;w which thro her own means, ic 
we et por ewich God to impoſe a Work 
Vick Porta en c lo bard and Uo 


'tis not the Woman' SP that her 
andehen is hardro be pleaſed, rhat wil Excu pans her Neg- 
ligence herein : This may, indeed, be a Memento to her 
ot her Ori inal Guilr, bur "will by no means excuſe her 
from'the mance of her preſent Duty ; nay, ra- 


ther ig ſhouid be a Motive of her greateſt diligence. on 


| al 
o full "—arveord muſt firſt 
have offered violence ro her own Inclinations, before 
that ſhe could have been able to have reliſted them. 


| id, im Obeying, 
Until that Hour came, when the Woman ſedu- 
} ccd her Husband from his Innocency; and then the Na- 
cure of Man was fadly chang'd, his rgrew harſh 
and ſevere, and Humours became troubleſome and rc- 
dious; ſo'that the Pleaſing of him is now become a bu- 
{inefs _—_— great deal of Art and Skill, of Di- 
ligence and, Indufiry ; and ſhe that is wartied, divides 
her Mind into divers Thoughts, caſt about every ways 
and uſeth 'yariety of Methods to pleaſe her Huband : 
| And this] believe is experienc'd Truch with moſt Wo- 
men ; which ifir 06,90 may thank your Mother Eve 
for it, -when ſhe had gotren agood Natur'd and 
ing H that was caſy tobe pleavd, could nor 
thtn be contented, but muſt try Praftices with him, 
ril! ſhe had ſpoil'd him ; which prov'd fatal, not only 
to her, but to her Daughters alſo; who, if thr y have 
Husbands, and have them good roo, muſt take a great 
deal Fm Ing _ Nh og 
3 & upon or ing of this, t 
Happineſs ot Miſery of a Married [i doth vg A 
geo tif, ( fays one) fhenld be like o Mirrow eb bath 
”o of its own, but receives it; Stempand Image from the 
Face that looks into it : So ſhould @ good Wife endeavour to 
frame ber outward Deportment, and ber imward Aﬀettions ac- 
cording to ber Husband's ; to rejoyce when be rejoycerh, to be 
ſad be mourns, to grieve and be troubled when be is of- 
fended and wexed: And would Trims thus endeavour 
| 4 wn 
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ner 
mak 
Wife are « contumual dropping, lays the Wiſe-man (Prov. 
9. 13.) And ( faith Gilhop Hopkmngs onthe place) it 5s 
fach & dropping, as will at loft eas and fret thr#\ bis very Heart, 
$ bo" it were made of Stone. One of the beſt Miniſters that ever 
1 knew for Piety, mf, and Good-nature, (famous for 
Learned Tratts ) bad (faith a late Writer ) an berdname, 
becauſe of bis Wife's Complaints t be would ſay, all was 8 lutle 
Domeftick talk ; but that Domuffick Talk broks bis Heart, 
that before be died be ſaid, * God hath blefſed me with 
* ſome Parts, thay Inow begin to be uſeful inthe World 
*.aod muſt I now go out of the World, thro? the Hu- 
* monrofa Woman? And many (faith he) die of 
© the ſame Diſeaſe. All Evils, as Elements, are molt 
troubleſome our of their proper Places; as ProfaneG 
T in 


COT 
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- on - | whok Wark trot ir down ; Inju- 


Office it is ro n its and 
DEX oanine ork Combfeer 
tate gue apqratany yh, arg" {_ Prov. 


than 


fave a fun , than & 

nd numerou Famil : 

pane Et whoſe perpetual Sel Seold- 
in doors, upon 

is s tne inert cha che Thandgr and Lightning 

bloſtring Winds, which way moleſt him —_ 


puties ( ſays Mr. $ _ 91 phy ns 
ob Show 


0-01 =7 wang © 

eath, and "ts —_— Jews have 
ar: boarſs wr bo bow whilſt chegcod 
ife that is careful to oblige her Husband, make: 

both him and her felf happy the impet#ous, cla mo- 

rous and turbulcnr wit, It atevery word ſpits Paſ- 

fon and Poiſon, is a Torment and © > qareavny 


which way, marricd Womea mult Arora to pleaſe 
their Hus inds. 
= arc thor things they ought to do. 
i. To 


. To Honour Cchern 


To Obey 

All which —_ do folemnly Covenant Engage be- 
fore God, and Men, when uptial [Rites 
are 'd. * have heard ſome dies fay indeed, 
that they never did, nor would a Words after 
the Miniſter; bur [ think then, Miniſters were 
very remils in their Office ; and had 1 been to have offi- 
thoſe Worpen ſhou 14 have becn content to have 

rn) for Husbands till they had been willing to have 
ſpoken qur, Love, Hur, and Obey; which ave Du- 


ries 


p 
t , 


(10) 
tics, the performance of which is A neceſſary 
eg ie A both the Honour and Happt ofa Mar- 
* Tried State, and isthe only proper Method that Women 
can take to plcafc their Husbands, as | ſhall ſhew more 
particularly. 

Fob. Every married Woman, in order to pleaſe | 
her Husband, tto love him : Ler every Woman 
love her Husband, as the chiefeſt and beſt for her of 
Ten Thonſands , far whoſe ſake ſhe can her own 
People, and her Father's Family ; with whoſe Com- 
pany and Converſe ſhe can be contented and pleaſed, 
{honld all the V Vorld beſides be annihilated ; and tho” 
even Nature does teach a VVoman to love her Hus- 
band, yet God does alſo cnjoin it, {{ Tit. 2: 4. *] That 
ibey may teach the young Women to be ſober, and to love their 
Huzhands, 8c. Patth (faith one ) becauſe ſome Women 
have put off Nature, and are become wild, without Natural 
Aﬀettion ;, and partly becauſe God would bave the Wife's Love 
to ber Hutband to proceed not ſo much from an Inſtinl# of Na- 
fure, as from Obedience to Scripture. And the Apoſtles con- 
fiqges thus precept to Young V Vomen too, the ſug- 
geting rous, that "tis the Duty of a VVoman, newly 
married eſpecially, ro uſe all means to endear her Hus- 
band to her ſelf, and her felftoher Husband ; and care- 
fylly to avoid all Occaſion of Differences with her Hus- 
band, at her firſt Entrance into that Srate. Agrecable 
ro which, I remember, Plutarchb, amongſt his Conjugsl 
Precepts, hath this for one, wiz. Thet it beboves thoſe People 
that arc newly married, to avoid the Occaſion of _ 
and Di/ſention, conſidering that Veſſels newly formed and ſub- 
ject to be bruiſed, and put out of ſhape by many ſlight accidents , 
but when the Materials come to be ſettled and bardned by Time, 
ror Fire, nor Sword will bard!y prejudice the Solid Subſtance. 
"Tis acommon fooliſh Pactice of y Women, dur- | 
ingthe Time of Courtſhip, to uſc all the Artsand Me- 
thods they can contrive or deviſe,to charm their Lovers 

and capeivate the AﬀeRions of thoſe who make their 


Addrfles to them ; you may trad, Come love' we in the. 
plcaſantnels. 
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: leaſantneſs of their Looks, in the neatneſs vf their 
f Þreks, in the Diſcretion of their Words, in the oblig- 
| ingneſs of their Carriage and Deportment; but they . 
: arc no ſooner married, bur they grow as remi(s and 
careleſs in their Endeavours to pleaſe their Husbands, 
| } as beforethey were zealous in artingtheir Charms: Now 
| their pleaſant Smiles are turn'd into Frowns, the neat- 
; neſsof their Dreſs into Slutrery. She who opened her 
| Mouth with Wiſdom, in whoſe Tongue was the Law 
X of Kindneſs, now ſpeaks unadviſedly with her Lips, 
and carries her ſelf ſo diſreſpe&ful rowards her Hus- 
, band, as if ſhe ſtudied how rodiſoblige him, and to ali- 
enate hisAfﬀeRions from her ; by which means many 
| times Women make themſelves to become the Wives 
; of Madmen and Sorts ; whercas had they been as care- 
ful after their Mlardlegs to have pleas'd their Husbands, 
as rhey were before, they might have made their Hus- 
| bands happy, and themſelves roo; and had they had 
that Conjugal Love, which they ought ro have had, 
they would have done it; for Loveis an AﬀeCtion that 
| will render Perſons ative and diligent to content and 
| leaſe thoſe who are beloved by them ; and when the 

ife has ſo much Love for her new Husband, astomake 
her careful to oblige, and fcartul to offend him, in pra- 
cels of rime ſhe will ſoon engage bis Aﬀettions to her, 
as that ſhe may defy the World toalenaic them from 
her. VVhen two Boards are firſt 'glued together, a 
ſmall will looſen them; burit carefully look- 

co till they are well faſtened, and the Glue be hardned 
will potie ag ely matrer to dis)oint or fever them, 

» 
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| _ rried VVamen, in order to pleaſe their 
Husbands, Oughe tro honour them. The Perſian Ladics 
have the reſemblance of a Foot worn on the top of their 
Coronets, in coken that the height of their Glory, Tep- 
| knot and all, docs ſtoop to their Husbands Feet. And 
; here the Honour which is due from the VVite to the 


Hugband, ig cither, 


Fwf, Internal, or 


Sicondly 


Enteral 


S 


Pirft, Internal. © And this is when ſhe cheriſheth an 


Rim 


of him in her Mind, when ſhe thinks on 

1 as one whom God 9: hl ogg and ordained to 
be her Superioar and Head. The Apofle, ( 1. Cor. 11, 
7.) calls the VVoman tbe Glory of rhe Men, and that 
r00, as one thinks, for this Reaſons becauſe *tisan high | 
Honourto him, that ſo Excellent a Creature as a VVs. 
man is ſhould he his Inferiour : Surely thea a VVoman 
that harbourech mean and contempruous Thonghrs of 
her Husband, is her Husband's Shame and Diſgrace ; 
and tho? V Vomen may think, that their Thoughts are 
free, char they are ar Liberty ro think ast leaſe, #8 
yet let them know, thar the eart-ſearching God takes 
Cognizance of their Thoughts, and is very much dif- 
Pin when he finds any to be ſuch as arebencath the 
ip 


nity and Excellency of the Husband. ' If Michal de- 
iſech David in her Heart, God makes his Curſe to fall 
upon her; and tho! ſhe diſhonour her Hutband ſecret! 
in her Thought, God makes her a publick Examplc 
of his Diſpleaſure, by- puniſhing her with Barrenneſs, 
whiclyn thoſe days madea V Voman very conteratible : 
nd therefore you find, that when Elizabet rag 710. 
orth a Child, ſhe triumphs init, and ſays, God bath te 
hen away my Reproach, Luke 1. 25, ] nich ſome 
give this Reaſon : The M:ſſias being promiſed to come 
of the Race of rhe Jews, every teeming VVoman had 
the hopes ofbeing the Parent or proparent at leaſt ofhim. 
Bur there is. . | 
Secondly, External Honour : which is when that high 
Eſteem which the VVoran hath of her Husband, isex- 
preſſed or declared cither in V'Vords or Anion, giv- 
ing thoſe Titles which may beſpeak the Di 
Excellency of his Perſon : So Sareb.called her 
Lord, and is commended for ir, asbcinga fir Partern for 
other VVomen to imitate, (1. Pet. 3. 6. ] 'Tis a 
Cuſtom more common than ſnnety, for VVomen, ww 
eall cheir Huttands by their Chriſtian Names, as our 
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: tledoth imply ; and the Husband 
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Jobs, and our Thomas, Ce. as ifthey. eſteemed them 
atno higher a rate than their very Servants. that attend 
them; nay, it may berthey will call thera by reproach- 
ful Names, fuch as Fool, Sloven, Clown, Sor, &c, and 
what they have to ſay for their Vindication, I know 
not ; bur if words are thoughts Interpreters, we may 
ſhrewdly Gueſs what ir is they aim at. Thoſe V Vo- 
men w 1 gow' condeſcend togivetheir Husbandsrhe 
Titlc of Lord and Mafer, it is to be feared will not” ſcru- 
ple in little time co uſurp that Authority which that Ti- 
1 may. quickly expe- 

rience what it.is robe under the Diſeipli of the Apros. 
The V Voman is oblig'd ro honour her nd by her 
Ad@ions : Her and carriage, in all that ſhe 
doth, ſhould be ſuch, as may evidence the Honourable 
injon- ſhe*has of him, as her Lordand Head, and cru- 
this will much facilitate the Performance of the next 

u ate bound to, which is, 

Thi E wo wg 3-4 And ae ah = Vo 
ma 1s,yet 1 know not onging 
Men, ns, 22 the whole Book. of Gat) tha 15 
urged with more Vehemericy, or with ſtron- 
__ t Reaſons than en agg Os and, 

xo rn +} 49am woke ADE 
as and peremtorily as unto Chriſt himfelf 
[ Epbeſ: 5. 22. ] Wives ſubmit to your Huthands, as unto 
the Lord; and isexrended toall the Hasband's commands, 
Vir. 24. Therefore as the Church is ſubje# unto Chriſt, [o 


ſhouldrbe Wiroes be to their Hasbands, in Every thing. 


- Oz. Bur what if an Hudband commands the Wife to 


dothat which isſinful ? 


" By Every thing in the Text, is meant all that 
redo his Auchoricy to command ; 
and certainly God nevergave to any Man Authority to 
command that which-is contradictory to his own Laws; 
excepting this, or the Impoſibiliry of the thing com- 
manded to be done. bogh God and Natnre hath giv- 
en the Husband Authoriry ro Command, __— 

ife 


2 2 C140 | | 
Wife is bound to obey, however unneceſſary or unke ſhe 
may think it to be : Ocberwiſe ( lays Biſhop Hopkins ) 
when the Apoltle command; Wives to be ſubje&# to their Hus- 
band: in Every abing, it would ſignifie no more than Every 
thing which they think ft. And this certainly is no great- 
et a Subjettion than every Husband will readily yield 
to his Wife, and falls intiniccly ſhort of the | fpofi, ln- 
reat, who requires the Subjection of che Wite to the 
Hushand in Every thing, as the Church is ſubjet unto « 
Chriſt, which certainly is not in every thing ſhe thinks 
fir ; neither ſhero take upon her 2s or Re- 
ic& his Laws, bur to fulfil them: And tho'this Duty 
may ſeem, onthe firſt View, to bedifficult,; yer in con- 
jundtion with the two former, it will become cafic and 
pleaſant. Love your Husbands as you ought, and ”_e 
will not refuſe ro honour them ; if yo and ho- 
nour them, you will not ſcruple to them; and if 
you love, honour, and obey them, you will then do 
what becomes good Wives, and indeed what is, or 
ſhould be ar leaſt ſufficient to pleaſe your Husbands. 
And therefore, for a Concluſion of what I have to ſay 
to you, Married Women, let this be your Mere, and 

lerit be woven with threds of Gold ia the Ornaments 
4 of your Heads, vis. LOYE, HONOUR, and 0- 
BET, and carry it accordingly in your PraCtices to- 
wards your Husbands, and 1 am pcrſwaded that you'll 
fnd as a ſcarcity of bad Husbands then,as there is of 
good Wives now. | come now to the Improvement 
of this Doctrine, which invites me to apply my ſelf to 
you Men, and that too both to the Marricd and Un- 


married. 

Firſt, To you that arc ſingle and unmarried, you | 

may from this Dodrine why great a Friend Reli- F 
ion is to the Comfort and- Happineſs of Man in this 
ife, in the Inſtitution whereof God hath not only wiſe- 

ly copied the Incereſt of his own Honour and Glory, 

bur hath praciouſly condeſcended to adapt its Precepts 

to the Comfort and Happineſs of Man in eyery _ 
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and Condition of Life; you are now. ſingle, but ic may 
be you have deſigns of altering your condition by Mar- 
riagez andif you do, God ven fuch Laws for 
r Wifeto obſerve, as will, if duly: make 
ran Help-meet for you : and ſuch a Wite it behoves 
tochooſe, ifever you would be happy in that State : 
you marty acatna! and gracelcſs ife, void of the 
fear of God, ſhe will perhaps ſcoff atall that Ihave faid 
and will be careful for nothing burto pleaſe her ſelf, and 
| gratify her own wild and extravagant Inclination; bur 
if you in the Lord, 4. e. if you marry a Wite that 
cruly fears God, and lives in an habitual obedience to 


his caa9 rye ſhe will make conſcience of lovin 
honouring, at ing, and be extraordinary careful 
to pleaſe you jn all things. 


Secondly, To you who are Married: You have heard 
how greatan Obligation is lain on yout Wives, eo tore, 
and you, and to endeavour to pleaſe you 

1 that their Duty is hard, the 
f Sex is g1 os ns —_ of-ma- 
than neceſhty uire, 

Tay peel Dl en Ig 
: i are 'our 

es, and therefore ler = be ane 
with love, as card love muſt de governing Love, ſolcr 
+. 


"commands be- loving commands. the ſame 
where the Wife is commanded ro be ſubjeft ro 

usband, as the Church is to Chriſt, the Husband 

alſo is commanded to loye his Wife, as Chriſt loved 

he Church , which one will haye to be expreſſed in 

neſe four Particulars: * 


Firft, by bearing with and pardoning her weakneſs. 


Secendly, By being willing to ſubmit to many Incon- 
" icr CCS > Ha lake. Þ 


Third- 
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